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Mahaney’s seamless transition from Campo to Division I
basketball at SMC

#20 Aidan Mahaney
By Jon Kingdon

For many high school seniors,
it can be a difficult time pro-
gressing from high school to
college, whether it’s in the
arts, theater, academics or
sports. In his time at Cam-
polindo High School, Aidan
Mahaney and the basketball
team had four years of un-
paralleled success. The
Cougars had a composite 96-
15 record, a state champi-
onship, a co-state champi-
onship and in his senior year,
Mahaney was named the Bay
Area Player of the Year and
he was selected to MaxPreps’s
All-state team.

It would not be an over-
statement to describe Ma-
haney’s passage to Saint
Mary’s College as seamless,
athletically and academically.
In six of the first 10 weeks of
basketball season, Mahaney
has been named the fresh-
man of the week by the West
Coast Conference. After com-
pleting his first semester with
the Gaels, Mahaney down-
played the effort necessary to
keep up his academics and
play for a Division I basket-
ball team. “It’s good and a lit-
tle busy balancing basketball
and school,” Mahaney said.
“All in all, I enjoyed it.”

Mahaney, a communica-
tions major, credits Cam-
polindo for his handling the
academic demands at Saint
Mary’s. “I really enjoyed my
time at Campolindo,” Ma-
haney said. “The academics
were amazing and coming to
Saint Mary’s has been easier
for me than other people be-
cause of the academic foun-
dation I had there but more
so for me was my becoming a
better person.”

Mahaney learned quickly
how different it was playing
at the college level. After
scoring 25 points in the open-
ing game against Oral
Roberts, he followed that up
with a 3-point game against
Vermont, hitting only one of
six shots. “In high school, you
can get an easy game, but you
get no off nights in college,”
Mahaney said. “We talk about
being an everyday guy be-
cause you’re always going to
be playing against a team that
can beat you, so I have been
focusing on that and being
consistent.”

With the help of two for-
mer Saint Mary’s guards on
the staff, Mickey McConnell
who was the WCC player of
the year as a senior and Joe
Rahon who was named West

Photo SMC Athletics/Tod Fierner

Coast Conference Defensive
Player of the Year, Mahaney
has been able to improve his
offensive and defensive skills.

“I didn’t fully understand
how beneficial it would be to
have two former point guards
on the staff,” Mahaney said.
“I watched Joe (2014-2017)
when he was playing, and
Mickey (2007-2011) was the
first Saint Mary’s player that I
remembered watching in
person. They have so much
knowledge and they have
been a great help to me and
are helping me get through
my journey. I couldn’t be
happier that they are here.”

In Mahaney’s first nine
games, he averaged 13.0
points per game, connecting
on 38.3% of his shots. At that
point, Mahaney was moved
into the starting lineup and in
the next 11 games, he has
averaged 16.9 points/game
and has connected on 52.4%
of his shots, raising his season
average to 15.2 with the Gaels
winning 10 of those games.

It's Mahaney’s ability to
score that led head coach
Randy Bennett to put him in
the starting lineup. “We
needed his shooting on the
floor,” Bennett said. “Aidan’s
been playing well, and he’s
earned it. He’s a good team-
mate and only cares about
winning. He doesn’t get
caught up in all that other
stuff. There are going to be a
lot of things brought up about
his scoring as a freshman and
a lot of comparisons being
made but all he’s really keep-
ing track of are the wins and
losses. He’s a really good
worker. We have a day off but
he won't take the day off and
most guys aren't like that. He
understands the value of
hard work.”

Former Saint Mary’s and
current NBA players, Patty
Mills and Matthew Dellave-
dova played for Bennett and
he sees a key characteristic
they all share. “Confidence,”
Bennett said. “Patty and Delly
had all the intangibles. Aidan
has the confidence piece. He’s
seen all the good ones going
back as far as the fifth grade.
It’s not like he’s wondering if
he can play.”

Confidence in his ability
to put the ball in the basket,
was never something that
Mahaney was short of and
that has carried over to Saint
Mary’s. “It is a little bit
harder because you have big-
ger guys at the rim, but I also
think with our offense and
with Coach McConnell calling

many of our plays, our of-
fense has been putting me in
good positions to shoot,” Ma-
haney said. “There’s a lot
more action in our offense
which gives me more of a
running start and an advan-
tage into the ball screen so al-
though it can be harder to get
off a shot, I'm also playing
with better players and really
good coaches who make the
work load a lot easier for me
by giving me good plays and
surrounding me with good
shooters.”

McConnell, who was a
teammate of Mills and
Dellavedova their first years
at Saint Mary’s, is able to
draw comparisons with Ma-
haney. “They’re all unique in
their own way but they all
have a lot of confidence and
it’s not just a false confi-
dence,” McConnell said.
“Aidan should just keep get-
ting better as he gets more
games under his belt. He does
not get down when he has a
bad streak. Against Wyoming,
he started out 0 for 6 and
then hit his next five shots. As
long as he’s playing the right
way and shooting the right
shots, he has the ability to get
back on track.”

Under coach Steven Dyer
at Campolindo, defense was
stressed but it’s still been an
adjustment for Mahaney to
play in Bennett’s program. “I
wasn’t aware of how detailed
things were going to be,” Ma-
haney said. “Coach Dyer is a
defensive minded coach first
as is Coach Bennett. There are
a lot of little adjustments I’'ve
had to pick up, but the
coaches have done a really
good job in teaching me how
to play defense.”

It's just another area
where Bennett is looking for
Mahaney to keep learning.
“For a freshman, Aidan’s a
pretty good defender but he’s
got to keep improving,” Ben-
nett said. “He wants to be the
guy that we don’t have to hide
on defense, but he has to con-
tinue to improve and we’re
trying to get him there. At this
point, he has the advantage of
getting trial by fire. He’ll fail
but he’s going to get thrown
right back out there. That be-
ing said, Aidan is a pretty
good defender but good is not
going to get it for what he’s
trying to do.”

Mahaney does not argue
with Bennett’s assessment: “I
can improve in every area.
My goal is to improve defen-
sively because it’s such a huge
part of what we do here. I
want to become a really good
defender, but I can say that
for every aspect of the game.
Every part of my game has a
long way to go. As I improve,
our team can improve.” Since
Mahaney became a starter,
Saint Mary's average points
per game has gone from 62 to
71.8.

Equally important to
Bennett is Mahaney’s matu-
rity and leadership. “Aidan
has been a very good leader
for someone his age and that
was a big reason why we re-
cruited him,” Bennett said.
“It’s tricky when you’re a
freshman and you already
have good leadership on the
team. You have to use your
leadership, but you can’t
come in and start barking
and stepping on toes and
we’ve talked about things like
that. Aidan knows how to
make people feel good about
themselves and how to build
his teammates’ confidence.”

The respect that Mahaney
has for his teammates has al-
lowed him to avoid any such
issues. “Logan Johnson, Alex
Ducas and Kyle Bowen have
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been like brothers to me,”
Mahaney said. “I don’t be-
lieve I could have a better
group to lead us. Playing with
Logan has been a blessing for
me. There are few people that
can give me better advice
than him. Besides helping me
on offense and defense, if 'm
not playing that well, he’s
right there in my ear giving
me positive words to keep me
going, even helping me to
handle things off the court.
I’'ve known Luke Barrett since
third grade and it’s great to
have a lifelong friend in Cade
(Coach Bennett’s son) to be on
the team with me. I’'ve en-
joyed playing with Augustus
Marcelionis in the backcourt
because I feel our games
complement each other.”

Mahaney had the oppor-
tunity to attend any school in
the nation but opted for the
short trip to Moraga. “I'm
very close to my family,” Ma-
haney said. “They are my
biggest fans and I'm a big fan
of my oldest brother Noah.
Seeing his face at every game
along with my parents means
a lot to me. Plus, whenever
my family comes out, Coach
Bennett makes sure to say
hello to them.”

Having a number of play-
ers on the Gaels roster from
Australia and Lithuania has
provided Mahaney with an
exposure to different cul-
tures. “My mom wanted me
to experience the world, and I

have been able to do that
here. Because of the diversity
of our roster, I’'ve been ex-
posed to more culture than
you would think a kid from
Orinda would be.”

Bennett has had numer-
ous players go on to play pro-
fessionally in the NBA and in-
ternationally, and is aware of
Mahaney’s longtime goal to
play professionally and he
keeps it in perspective.
“That’s easy to say and hard
to do,” Bennett said. “One
thing for sure, Aidan will put
in the work, and I can’t say
that about all the guys. He
understands how hard it is
and he will put the time in
because basketball is so im-
portant to him.”

With that goal in mind,
Mahaney has had no second
thoughts about becoming a
Gael and playing for Bennett.
“I’ve been very happy with
my decision to come to Saint
Mary’s,” Mahaney said. “My
relationship with Coach Ben-
nett goes back a long way and
he’s as much as I could hope
for from a head coach. He
knows my goals and he has
been holding me to high
standards. He’s not about a
single game or a good prac-
tice but it’s always a matter of
us getting better and reaching
our goals. I came here to get
better, and I can say that he’s
been a huge part of that
development.”
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License #655977

Kelly Sopak Insurance Agcy Inc
Kelly Sopak, Agent

Insurance Lic#: 6006124
1Northwood Drive Suite 1
Orinda, CA 94563

Mon-Thurs 9:00am to 5:00pm
Fridays 9:00am to 4:30pm
Evenings & Weekends by Appt

State Farm Mutual Automobile
Insurance Company

State Farm Indemnity Company

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
State Farm General Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL

State Farm Florida Insurance Company
Winter Haven, FL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance
Company of Texas

State Farm Lloyds

Richardson, TX

2101550

Surprisingly

great rates that
fit any budget.

I can help you bundle your
home and auto insurance,
at arate that may surprise
you. Call me for a quote today.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farmis there.

Individual premiums and budgets will vary by
customer. All applicants subject to State Farm
underwriting requirements. Availability and
amount of discounts and savings vary by state.
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